Political Science 416
Race, Gender, and Political Representation
Spring 2012
Instructor: Christopher Stout 


Fall 2011
Office:
   Faner Hall 3171


Class Meets Mon and Wed 12:35-1:50
Email: cstout@siu.edu



Location: Faner Hall 3075
Office Hours: Mon and Wed 2:00-3:00 or by Appt
Class Website: mycourses.siu.edu
	


Course Objective: 
The 2008 Presidential Election highlights the advances that minorities and women have made in the American political system. The success of Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton are in many ways symbolic of the precipitous numerical increase in minority and female elected officials. Given these groups’ previous exclusion from traditional politics, the recent growth of minority and women elected officials raises many interesting questions.

The goal of this course is to examine several questions regarding race, gender, and political representation. More specifically, this class will endeavor to address whether racial and ethnic minorities and women are better represented by elected officials who share their race/ethnicity or gender? To answer this question, this course will address other related issues such as: What is the ideal form of representation? Do underrepresented groups have monolithic voting interests that can be represented? What factors explain the growth or decline in representation for women and other minority groups?  Do elected officials from previously disenfranchised groups enact legislation that benefits their racial/ethnic group or gender? What psychological benefits do constituents derive from being represented by an elected official who shares their phenotypical characteristics? Finally, what are the potentially adverse effects to being represented by an elected official of the same race/ethnicity or gender?  

In addition to learning more about race, gender, and representation, students in this class will learn skills that transcend the course’s topic and can be used in their future careers. In particular, students in this course will learn how to think critically about social science research, learn how to formulate and analyze a research question, and improve their public speaking abilities.
Course Readings: 

Given that this course will deal will a variety of different topics, most of the course’s readings will drawn from academic articles, book chapters, and newspapers which will be posted online and separated by date. In addition to the online readings, students will be required to buy two books. The first will be Black Faces in the Mirror: African Americans and Their Representatives in US Congress by Katherine Tate. The second required reading for this class is Political Women in American Democracy edited by Christina Wolbrecht, Karen Beckwith, Lisa Baldez. In total, students will be required to read about 60-80 pages a week.
Course Structure:  

The course meets twice a week for 75 minutes (1 1/4 hours). We will begin each class with a brief review of the readings. For each reading, we will identify the author’s research question, hypothesis, theory, and evidence in support of that theory. We will also discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each study. We will then make an effort to make connections between the current readings and those that we have read in previous weeks using broader questions which connect the research in class to contemporary political and social science questions. This exercise will help us better understand the differences and similarities between different strains of research and will give us the opportunity to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of various studies and research designs. 

Student will be asked to prepare one discussion question each class from the readings that either connects two or more authors or make connections between the readings and a current event. Students will email me these questions 24 hours before class starts and I will disseminate these questions anonymously to the class. Following our review of the research, we will select several questions from this list and discuss them for the remainder of the class. 
Course Requirements and Grading:  
Your performance in this class will be evaluated in four different ways.

	Course Grading
	

	Weekly Questions

One Discussion Papers 
	20%

30%

	Research Paper 
	        40%

	Class Presentation
	        10%

	Total
	100%


Class Participation 20%: To ensure that students understand the reading and to encourage interesting discussions, students will be asked to send in one question for each class that revolves around our readings. The questions should either connect two or more readings from the course (As long as one of the readings is from the current week, the other can be from any other reading in the class) or the questions should connect the weeks’ reading to some current event. These questions will be graded as Pass/Fail. As long as it is evident that the students put some thought into their questions they will pass. Students may miss eight classes worth of questions without penalty. Students who email questions, but do not attend class will NOT be given credit. After the 8th missed assignment, students will lose 4% of their grade for every additional missed set of questions. 

Discussion Papers 30% (First Paper is Due no Later than March 9th, 2012): Students will be asked to review and make connections between the readings for a particular week in a 5-8 page paper. In addition to summarizing and making connections between the arguments, students will be asked to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the readings’ research design and argue in favor of one reading’s argument. These papers should summarize the main point of the articles and identify a central theme from the reading in the first 1-2 pages, identify the strengths and weaknesses of the reading in the next 1-2 pages, and provide some analysis about why one side is more credible than another in the final 1-2 pages. The best papers will be organized around one central question and have a clear hypothesis.
Research Paper 40% (May 11th, 2012) : One of the primary goals of this course is to train students to think like social scientists. To assess student’s progress in this area, each student will be required to write a 10-12 page research paper dealing with a research question of the students choosing. The only constraint on student’s choices is that the question has to address some issue that pertains to one of the topics discussed in this course. To ensure that the research question is one that can be completed in a 15 week course, students should clear the project with the professor by email or in person by March 30th. Students should also consult with the professor earlier if they are having trouble coming up with a research question that they are interested in. More detailed instructions about the project will be available at the end of February.
Class Presentation 10% (May 2nd, 2011): To better prepare for your final paper, each student will be asked to present to the class a preliminary version of their final paper. This presentation will include a discussion of the student’s proposed research question, a review of literature which has addressed a similar question, a research design and a presentation of expected/hypothetical results. More detailed instructions about the presentation will be available at the end of February.
Course Schedule and Assigned Readings:  

Wednesday, January 18th-Class Introduction and Syllabus 
Monday, January 23rd – What is the Ideal form of Representation?
Readings: 
· Publius, Federalist 10
· Tate Katherine Chapter 1 “The Puzzle of Representation”
· Ture, Kwame and Charles Hamilton. “Black Power” Pages 34-44 
· Smallwood and Richards. “How Educated are Your State Legislators?”
Do Blacks, Asian-Americans, Latinos, and Women have Monolithic Political Interests?
Wednesday, January 25th – Is there Growing Variation in Black Political Interest? Part 1
Readings: 
· Kidd, Quentin, Herman Diggs, Mehreen Farooq, Megan Murray. Black Voters, Black Candidates, and Social Issues: Does Party Identification Matter?” Social Science Quarterly
· Dawson, Michael. “Behind the Mule” Chapter 3
· Wallace, David, Amyn Abduk-Khaliq, Michael Czuchry, Tiffiny Lee Sia. African American's Politicial Attitudes, Party Affiliation, and Voting Behavior. Journal of African American Studies 
Monday, January 30th  – Is there Growing Variation in Black Political Interest? Part 2

Readings: 
· Bositis, David. “The Political Orientations of Young African Americans” in “Barack Obama and African American Empowerment”
· Wilson, William Julius. "The Declining Significance of Race" Chapter 7
Wednesday, February 1st – Latino and Asian-American Political Interest- Pan-ethnicity vs. National Origin Part 1

Readings:

· Espiritu, Yen Le. “Asian American Panethnicity” Chapter 2
· DeSipio, Louis. “Counting on the Latino Vote” Chapter 7
Monday, February 6th – Latino and Asian-American Political Interest- Pan-ethnicity vs. National Origin Part 1

Readings:
· Masuoka, Natalie. “Together They Become One: Examining the Predictors of Panethnic Group Consciousness Among Asian Americans and Latinos” Social Science Quarterly
· Junn, Jane and Natalie Masuoka. “Asian Americans Identity: Shared Racial Status and Political Context” Perspectives on Politics
Wednesday, February 8th– Who Represents Women? Palins or Pelosis? Part 1
Readings: 
· Zernike, Kate. “Both Sides Seeking to Be What Women Want?”

· Huddy, Leonie, Erin Cassese, and Mare-Kate Lizotte “Gender, Public Opinion, and Political Reasoning” in “Political Women and American Democracy”
· Lien, Pei-Te. “Does the Gender Gap in Political Attitudes and Behavior Vary Across Racial Groups” Political Research Quarterly
Monday, February 13th– Who Represents Women? Palins or Pelosis? Part 2

Readings: 
· Schreiber, Ronnee. “Righting Feminism: Conservative Women and American Politics” Chapter 2 

· Baird, Julia. “From Seneca Fall to… Sarah Palin?

Explaining the Under-Representation of Minorities and Women
Wednesday, February 15th–Have We Achieved a Post-Racial America? Part 1
Readings: 

· Reeves, Keith. “Voting Hopes and Fears” Chapters 4 & 5
· Lewis-Beck, Michael, Charles Tien, and Richard Nadaeu. “Obama’s Missed Landslide: A Racial Cost” Political Science and Politics
Monday, February 20th–Have We Achieved a Post-Racial America? Part 2

Readings: 
· Lublin, David. "The Paradox of Representation" Chapter 3
· Highton, Benjamin. 2004. White Voters and African American Candidates for Congress. Political Behavior
Wednesday, February 22nd–Transcending Race: The Electability of Blacks in Majority White Settings

Readings: 

· Jeffries, Judson. “US Senator Edward W. Brooke and Governor L. Douglas Wilder Tell Political Scientist How Blacks can Win High Profile Statewide Office” Political Science and Politics
· Gillespie, Andrea. “Whose Black Politics.” Chapter 1

Monday, February 27th- Video: Street Fight

Wednesday, February 29th Lack of Women in Office: Sexism vs. Ambition Part 1
Readings: 
· Dolan, Kathleen. “Women as candidates in American politics: the continuing impact of sex and gender” in “Political Women in American Democracy”
· Dolan, Kathleen. “The Impact of Gender Stereotyped Evaluations on Support for Women Candidates” Political Behavior
Monday, March 5th -Lack of Women in Office: Sexism vs. Ambition Part 2
Readings: 
· Lawless, Jennifer and Richard Fox. “It Takes a Candidate: Why Women Don’t Run for Office” Chapters 5 & 6
Wednesday, March 7th-Video: Unbought and Unbossed: Shirley Chisholm
Spring Break March 12-March 18th

Minorities, Gender, and Descriptive Representation

Monday, March 19th -Latinos and the Link between Descriptive and Substantive Representation

· Griffin, John and Brian Newman “The Unequal Representation of Latinos and Whites” Journal of Politics
· Bratton, Kathleen “The Behavior and Success of Latino Legislators: Evidence from the States” Social Science Quarterly
Wednesday, March 21st - Do Blacks Represent Blacks Better than Whites? Part 1
Readings: 

· Tate, Katherine. “Black Faces in the Mirror” Chapters 4 & 5
· Swain, Carole. “Black Faces, Black Interests” Chapter 8
Monday, March 26th - Do Blacks Represent Blacks Better than Whites? Part 2

Readings: 
· Parker, Heather. “Tom Bradley and the Politics of Race” in “African American Mayors”
· Scherer, Nancy. “Blacks on the Bench,” Political Science Quarterly
Wednesday, March 28th - Do Women Legislate Differently from Men? Part 1
Readings: 

· Reingold, Beth “Women as Officeholder: Linking Descriptive and Substantive Representation” in “Political Women and American Democracy”
· Swers, Michele. “The Difference Women Make: The Policy Impact of Women in Congress” Chapter 2
Monday, April 2nd- Do Women Legislate Differently from Men? Part 1
Readings: 
· Crowley, Jocelyn “When Tokens Matter” Legislative Studies Quarterly
· Boyd, Christina, Lee Epstein, and Andrew D. Martin “Untangling the Causal Effects of Sex on Judging” American Journal of Political Science
Wednesday, April 4th-Does Descriptive Representation Increase Turnout? Part 1
Readings: 

· Gay, Claudine. “The Effect of Black Congressional Representation on Political Participation.” American Political Science Review
· Bobo, Lawrence and Frank Gilliam. “Race, Sociopolitical Participation, and Black Empowerment.” American Political Science Review
Monday, April 9th-Does Descriptive Representation Increase Turnout? Part 2
Readings: 
· Griffin, John and Michael Keane. “Descriptive Representation and the Composition of African American Turnout.” American Journal of Political Science
· Washington, Ebonya. “How Black Candidates Affect Voter Turnout” NBER
· Philpot, Tasha, Daron Shaw, and Ernest McGowen. “Winning the Race: Black Voter Turnout in the 2008 Presidential Election” Public Opinion Quarterly
Wednesday, April 11th-The Psychological Benefits of Descriptive Representation Part 1
Readings: 

· Atkeson, Lonna Rae. “More is Better: The Influence of Collective Female Descriptive Representation on External Efficacy” Politics and Gender
· Lawless, Jennifer. “Politics of Presence? Congresswomen and Symbolic Representation” Political Research Quarterly
Monday, April 16th-The Psychological Benefits of Descriptive Representation 

Part 2

Readings: 
· Campbell, David E. and Christina Wolbrecht, “See Jane Run: Women Politicians as Role Models for Adolescents”. The Journal of Politics
· Pantoja, Adrian and Gary Segura. “Does Ethnicity Matter? Descriptive Representation and Political Alienation among Latinos.” Social Science Quarterly
Wednesday, April 18th-The Psychological Benefits of Descriptive Representation  Part 3

Readings:

· Tate, Katherine. “Black Faces in the Mirror” Chapters 7 & 8
· Gay, Claudine. “Spirals of Trust: The Effect of Descriptive Representation on the Relationships between Citizens and Their Representatives” American Political Science Review
Monday, April 23rd- Is There a Cost to Descriptive Representation? Part 1

Readings: 

· Lublin, David “The Paradox of Representation” Chapter 6
· Walker, Clarence. “We're losing our country”: Barack Obama, Race & the Tea Party” Daedalus
· Kuhn, David. Exit Polls: Unprecedented White Flight From Democrats
Wednesday, April 25th- Is There a Cost to Descriptive Representation? Part 2

Readings: 
· Scherer, Nancy and Brett Curray. “Does Descriptive Representation Enhance Institutional Legitimacy: The Case of the Courts” Journal of Politics
· Sanbonmatsu, Kira. “Gender Backlash in American Politics” Gender and Politics
Monday, April 30th-Descriptive Representation and the Future Part 1
Readings: 
· Gilliam Jr, Frank  and Karen Kaufmann  "Is there an Empowerment Life Cycle?: Long-Term Black Empowerment and its Influence on Voter Participation." Urban Affairs Review
· Tate, Katherine. Selected Readings “From What's Going On?:  Political Incorporation and the Transformation of Black Public Opinion.”
· Sanbonmatsu, Kira. “Gender-Related Political Knowledge and the Descriptive Representation of Women.” Political Behavior
Wednesday, May 2nd- Conclusion and Final Presentations 
Readings: 
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